

Minutes of the Kilmersdon Parish Council
 

held at Coles Garden Meeting Room

 at 7.30pm on Monday 8th May, 2017
Annual Parish Council Meeting
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PRESENT: Councillors, S Gibbs, Cllr A Jolliffe, K Lewis and R Butt.
IN ATTENDANCE: Clerk and 3 members of the public.




Min No


1.
533

534
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN:

Cllr K Lewis was elected as Chairman. 

Proposed by Cllr S Gibbs and seconded by Cllr R Butt.  

Cllr K Lewis accepted and Chaired the Meeting from this point.


2.
535
APOLOGIES:

Apologies received from, Cllrs R Morse, D Hudson (attended later), County Cllr H Siggs and Ward Cllr E Drewe.



3.
536
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS:

There were no declarations.



4.
537


MINUTES:

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd April 2017 were approved and signed. 


5.
538

539
PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME:

Cllr Hudson joined the meeting at this time.

The members of the public expressed their concerns about the proposal to build a community shop and felt the planning process had been lacking in proper consultation. One member of the public spoke of recent rat infestation and explained how he had become involved with personal actions and costs. He explained that this had been ineffective and would necessarily continue. Accordingly, he asked for parish council help and the Clerk undertook to write to the relevant property owner, requesting him to remedy the situation.



6.
540
MATTERS ARISING:

It was agreed to mount a litter clean-up day in advance of the Village Day Event, on 21st May. The venue and time would be the Village Hall Car Park at 2.00 pm. The Clerk to produce an advertisement for the notice board.



7.
541
RECRUITMENT OF NEW CLERK:

The Clerk’s resignation would take effect on 31st July but he would cover for August to help maintain continuity. The Clerk and Cllr Hudson undertook to prepare and publish advertisements for the post. These would be placed in the Mendip Parish Bulletin; with the SALC, and in the local press.

8.
542
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING:

Consideration of this item was deferred until Cllr Morse was available. The Clerk to maintain contact with Cllr Morse.

9.
543

544

545

546

547
ELECTION OF OFFICERS:

Cllr K Lewis was elected as Vice Chairman

Proposed by  Cllr A Jolliffe; seconded b Cllr S Gibbs 
Cllr D Hudson was elected as Village Hall Committee representative.

Proposed by Cllr R Butt; seconded by Cllr A Jolliffe.
The appointed Financial Officer (RFO) was confirmed to be The Clerk, Terry Nicholls.
Cllr R Butt was elected as The Planning Working Party.

Proposed by Cllr D Hudson; seconded by Cllr K Lewis

Cllr S Gibbs was elected as Village Day representative.

Proposed by Cllr K Lewis; seconded by Cllr D Hudson.

 

10.

10.

548

549

550

551

552

553

554

555

556

557

558


FINANCIAL MATTERS:

It was agreed that the bank signatories should continue to be Cllrs Gibbs, Hudson, Jolliffe, and Morse, with the Clerk as countersignatory. 

Cllrs Butt and Lewis would be added when the next Clerk took office, who would then take over as countersignatory.

The authority for Cllr Phripp to be removed at the same time.

The Clerk said he had completed the calculations for the Account Book and then presented the book, together with the balance and reconciliation sheets to the members present. He explained there was and error, between 4p and 75p, which he believed was due to rounding errors occasioned by his separation of VAT figures from some invoices. 

In considering whether to sign the Account Book as being approved, the members requested that the Clerk and the Chairman, Cllr Morse, form a committee (LGA 1972, Section 101) to establish if the error was minor and not the result of two large compensating errors. 

The Clerk explained that the projected changes to audit procedures would not now take place. Grant Thornton LLP had pointed out they still have a contract with Central Government for another year, but the Clerk was still receiving instructions from our advisers on how to follow the new procedure. 

He advised the council that, although it was irksome to change now, it should follow the full audit process as in previous years. The Clerk further explained he had reached agreement with Grant’s to present all the audit paperwork to them by the end of June 2017. This was generous, since it allowed almost another month to complete the actions and was still within the statutory dates for announcing, publishing and closure of the accounts. 

Members agreed to continue with the full audit process. 

An invoice from SJH Services for grass cutting was approved at £226.10. 

Cheque No. 1182. (LGA 1972, s111)
An invoice from Cllr S Gibbs for dog signs was approved at £15.74.

Cheque No. 1183. (LGA1894, s6)

FINANCIAL MATTERS (CONTD): 
FINANCIAL MATTERS (CONTD):
An invoice from the Clerk for domain fees and postage was approved at £87.16
Cheque No. 1184. (LGA1972, s143.)
The annual invoice from Came and Co for insurance had not been received. The Clerk said he had arranged with the insurer to forward it in time for this meeting.

(Post meeting note: The Clerk further reminded the insurer and was expecting to receive the invoice in time for the next meeting. He had also reached agreement that the insurance cover would be maintained in the interim.



11.
559

MEETING DATES:

The meeting dates for 2017 and 2018 were agreed, but may be subject to change when the next Clerk was in post.



12.
560

561

562
HIGHWAY MATTERS:

Mells Parish Council has referred to the potential dangers on the road near Batch Farm and the bridge. They have offered to support any request from Kilmersdon to improve the safety of that area. The Clerk undertook to seek advice from Highways to reduce those local hazards.

Charlton residents have sought assistance from Highways to refine local safety. The Clerk had been asked to assist and the Highways response was that improvement to road marking and layout was being considered. A request was being considered to erect new sign on the approaches to Charlton Lane, but it was understood that the request was unlikely to be granted, since not all junctions are “announced” in that way.

Advice from Highways concerning the white lining on Kilmersdon Hill is still awaited. 



13.
563
THE “GREAT TOGETHER”:

All local authorities had been invited to consider setting up a public event in remembrance of the death of Jo Cox, MP. It was agreed to announce this in the next newsletter for the community to arrange.



14.
564

PLANNING MATTERS:

Planning permissions applied for:

There were no applications.

15. 
565
CORRESPONDENCE:

Cllr Lewis spoke of correspondence with Mrs F Horler concerning parking arrangements. 


16.
566
MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:

Provision of structure, eg, Village Gate, to inform motorists they are approaching a village speed limit.



17.
567

568
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 5th June 2017 at 7.30 p.m. in the Coles Garden Meeting Rooms.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.40pm

Signed: 
Dated:
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