

Minutes of the Kilmersdon Parish Council
 

held at Coles Garden Meeting Room

 at 7.30pm on Monday 9th May, 2016
Annual Parish Council Meeting
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PRESENT: Councillors R Morse, S Gibbs, and D Hudson.
IN ATTENDANCE: Clerk and 12 members of the public.




Min No


1.
198

199
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN:

Cllr W Morse was elected as Chairman. 

Proposed by Cllr D. Hudson and seconded by Cllr Gibbs.  

Cllr R Morse accepted and Chaired the Meeting from this point.


2.
200
APOLOGIES:

Apologies received from Cllr A Jolliffe, County Cllr H Siggs and Ward Cllr E Drewe.



3.
201
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS:

There were no declarations.



4.
202

MINUTES:

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th April 2016 were approved and signed. 


5.
203

204
PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME:

A member of the public described the erosion of the edge of the road surface in Silver Street. The Clerk said he would contact Highways to seek repair on safety grounds.

Concerns were expressed in respect of planning application 2016/0736/OTA for the erection of 151 dwellings at the Westfield end of the parish. It was requested that representation should be made at a joint meeting of planners from Mendip and BANES, being held on 12th May. The Chairman and one member of the public agreed to attend.


6.
205
MATTERS ARISING:

None.

7.
206

207

208

209

210
ELECTION OF OFFICERS:

As only three Councillors were present it was decided to re-elect all officers en bloc. Proposed by Cllr S Gibbs and seconded by Cllr D Hudson.

Cllr D Hudson remains as Vice Chairman

 Cllr D Hudson remains as the Village Hall Committee representative.
The appointed Financial Officer (RFO) was confirmed to be The Clerk, Terry Nicholls.
The Planning Working Party was not elected, but it was agreed that planning applications would be processed as they arose. 

8.


211

212

213

214

215

216

217

218

219

220

221

222
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

It was agreed that the bank signatories should continue to be Cllrs Hudson, Jolliffe, Phripp and Morse, with the Clerk as countersignatory.

The Clerk said he had completed the audit actions and had passed all the documentation to the Internal Auditor. The internal audit had since been completed. It would then be a matter of finalising the documentation required by the External Auditors in time to meet their deadline of 10th June 2016.

All public documents had been published on the notice board and the website. 

The Announcement of the Public rights to inspect the accounts would be published before the due date of 6th June 2016, this being the start of the 30 day period of inspection.

Section 4 of the Annual Return for 2015/16 was approved and signed.

An invoice from SALC for subscription was approved at £139.64.
Cheque No. 1144 (LGA1972, s143.)
An invoice from Came and Co for insurance was approved at £593.14
Cheque No. 1145. (LGA 1972, s111)
An invoice from the Clerk for domain fees was approved at £17.96

Cheque No. 1146. (LGA1972, s143.)
An invoice from Paul Clark, Accountants, for audit services was approved at £18.00

Cheque No. 1147. (AAR 2011 (6)).

An invoice from Mr C Leat for repair of road sign was approved at £80.00.

Cheque No. 1148. (RTRA 1984, s72)
An invoice from SJH Services for grass cutting was approved at £242.66. 

Cheque No. 1149. (LGA 1972, s111)
An invoice from Kilmersdon Village Hall for hire and refreshments at the Annual Parish Meeting was approved at £15.00. 

Cheque No. 1150. ( LGA 1972, s 133 )


9.
223

MEETING DATES:

The meeting dates for 2016 and 2017 were agreed.



10.
224

225
PLANNING MATTERS:

Planning permissions applied for:

Ref: 2016/0736/OTA

Proposal: Outline planning for residential development. (All matters reserved)

Location: Land South East Of A367 Westfield Midsomer Norton.

Applicant: Landray Will Trust
Members present wished to re-iterate the previous objection, with additional comments drafted by the Clerk:

The Parish Council has already made full comments on planning application 2014/0093/OTA, which is now substantially repeated as 2016/0736/OTA.

The amended proposal is noted and shows a changed layout of the internal road and dwellings to allow the repositioning of a junction away from those on the opposite side of the A367.  Our original suggestion to provide a roundabout to serve the previously positioned junctions is withdrawn.

The Parish Council previously noted that there were disagreements within the documents provided as traffic models and it is now assumed that this has been resolved, but there is no comment to confirm that resolution.

The Parish Council commented on the need for accommodating the children from the total of 300+ dwellings proposed for both sides of the A367 and this appears to have been addressed, although a further proposal has been made for another 188 dwellings adjacent to the White Post.

The revised figures for traffic flows are supported by the measurements taken in the area and these will apply to all three planning applications. However, it is still a forecast based on the original methodology for which we had reservations of accuracy and reliability. Additionally the assumptions for pedestrian and cycling are not supported.

Traffic was delayed seriously during recent development and road restructuring in Radstock and drivers chose to use the B3139 through Kilmersdon Parish as an alternative route. Figures obtained by placement of Speed Indicator Devices showed a significant increase in traffic levels, because of this re-routing. Experience shows that the trend has persisted and it is considered that this proposal will generate more traffic movement and delays which will have the same effect of diverting drivers through this parish. 

Notwithstanding the changes made since 2014/0093/OTA, the parish council recommends that all its comments made against that application are reiterated as objections to 2016/0736/OTA 

Ref: 2016/0869/TCA

Proposal: Tree felling. Conifer tree fouling the BT lines


Location: The Limes, Ames Lane, Kilmersdon.

Applicant: Mr Simon Hughes.


Members present recommended approval for this essential work.

11.
226

227

228

229

230

231

232

233

234

235

236

237

238

239


CLERK’S REPORT:

Clerks workload

The workload is still high, but no main cause. The one identifiable item was the changes to audit, which took a few attempts by our advisers to get right. A further change has been received, but will come into force next year’s audit.

For the website, some additional work is needed in publishing what we already produce on paper. Transfer to the website is easy and it is not necessary to write new items. 

Finance

All accounts have been completed and the supporting documents assembled. The statutory date for presentation to the External Auditor has been changed to 10th June and it is expected that this date will be met. The Internal Auditor has completed his work.

There will not be an overlap with public inspection dates and audit his year, because the timescales have been expanded. This year, we are required to publish the accounts on the Annual Return form as “unaudited” (together with a declaration that says this) and give notice to allow 30 working days for public inspection. All documents must be with the External auditor by 10th June and Council will need to grant final approval at the following meeting. As we do not meet in August, we need to minute closure of the Audit at the July meeting to ensure the end date of 30 September will be met.  

The Pensions Regulator requirement for automatic enrolment has been completed and arrangement made for future actions to be automated.

Footpaths

The streams now require further work to clear debris that has found its way into the streams. Assistance has been requested from the Somerset Rivers Authority and the Clerk is to meet an SRA representative on 18th May, in company with the contractor. 

Copies of the previous work have been passed to SRA as advance information.

The Rights of Way team is in the final stages of creating a register of footpaths, wardens and adopted paths. Questions of whose insurance and which paths are to be adopted – either our list or the ROW list.

Planning

Large applications are in the pipeline and a joint meeting between BANES and MDC is to be held on 12th May.  Parishes are invited to attend to discus and pose questions.

Traffic Calming

Since the 30-mph speed limit for Charlton was installed, recent figures show that this is being exceeded. Charlton residents, the Clerk and Highways are considering how to remedy this. 

· Actions not attended to include:

· re-siting of the 30mph limit sign at the East side of Kilmersdon to increase visibility for motorists arriving from Radstock.

· request for improvement to road crossing safety – a pedestrian crossing or patrol warden.

Playing Field

The field is in good order, except that complaints of dog fouling has not proved easy to resolve. Options vary between disallowing dogs entirely, or encouraging access, but clean up afterwards.
Enquiries in connection with forming a policy in connection with casual landings of helicopters had been commenced with the CAA and the Air Ambulance charity. A response is still awaited. 

Highway

Speed Indicator Devices have been placed at random times with an additional placing in Charlton. The results can be analysed further by accessing the vehicle times to establish if busy times affect school attendance. More recently, the SIDs show and increase in traffic speeds and the Charlton residents are examining the results.
Website

The site is running and includes all the statutory data we are required to publish. The total number of visits is just over 1500 for the year. Although one or two people visit the “Who we are” page in each of the past six months, none have come forward for co-option as Councillors. The Temptations menu is visited often, but there is no feedback whether the offers are taken up.   



12. 
240
CORRESPONDENCE:

None received.



13.
241


MATTERS OF REPORT & ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:

None.


14.
242

243

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on 6th June 2016 at 7.30 p.m. in the Coles Garden Meeting Rooms.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 10.10pm

Signed: 
Dated:
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